
New Routes in Southern Ontario  
Updated August 25, 2009 

send new route info to guidebook author Norbert (as per guidebook suggestion):  
 n.kartner@utoronto.ca 
and/or to me:  
Andriy Kolos  
akolos@hotmail.com  
 
These descriptions are to be used in conjunction with the existing guidebook ï Ice Climbing in 
Southern Ontario by Norbert Kartner, (available at MEC) and with an Ontario Road Map. 
 
These descriptions are likely not accurate and the grades are all sandbags. Use at your own risk. 
Ice climbing is dangerous and so youôll likely get hurt.  Climb conservatively, acquire skill and 
experience slowly and live to look back on great days spent outside with friends in breathtakingly 
surreal surroundings. 

  

Southern Ontario 
Etobicoke Creek    
In Toronto: From Browns Line head west on Horner until end. Park. Walk down 
into creek valley. Head south (left) for 300-400 m, staying on paths close to creek  
shoreline. Climbs are on the other (western) side of creek. A frozen rivulet  
falling from the golf course above and a couple of 5-6 meter smears/slabs. A  
ñsolid WI 2-ò.  FA Danylo Darewych  
 

Elora Gorge 
While climbing inside Elora conservation area is prohibited (check 
www.ontarioaccesscoalition.com for status), the area just outside, is ok (i.e. the 
scary pillar area, which is formed by the water release from the curling rink).  To 
climb that route, itôs best to ñtimeò the releasesé 
 
Home to excellent drytooling/mixed rigs. 
Scary Smear M7 25m currently TR  
Start to the left of Scary Pillar and climb the smear up itôs backside.  Continue up 
frozen pods, blocks through the steep overlaps ï ok: roof ï to join the very top of 
Scary Pillarôs left side exit ice cornice.  Donôt pull a block down onto your head! 
 
Right Beauty M7 15m (Guelph boys bolted, DM first to free) 
Start in the back of the cave, 100 m skierôs rights of the easy way down. Careful 
pulling on those roots! Follow the line of bolts through the roof, using the rail to 
your advantage.  Gingerly mount the dagger and top out!  
 
Left Princess M9 15m (Guelph boys bolted, DM free) 
Start 5 m to the left of Right Beauty, and work hard to find the pick cams and 
edges in the seam.  Work out to the lip, and fight your way to the top! 
 
 
 

mailto:n.kartner@utoronto.ca
http://www.ontarioaccesscoalition.com/


On the opposite side of the river, accessed by the stairs from the park-ette, youôll 
come to a cave.  Set up TRôs off of trees above (close to the brown gate in the 
neighbourôs fence). 
 
Lefty (M7) features steep climbing through pods up to a crack that leads up. 
Righty (M5) overcomes an initial overlap and follows a vertical crack to the top.  
 
Further upsteam, just before passing under the bridge, youôll find a belay stance 
above the trail. Two routes can be accessed from here: one on the left side that 
surmounts the blocky overhang, one on the right, that accesses the summit 
overhand via a large right-facing corner. Both M6-ish.  
 
The rock route The Tongue, is probably best left for rock climbing, as itôs one of 
the few good rock routes in the gorge.  
 



 



Bruce/Grey County   
INDIAN FALLS CONSERVATION AREA  
The conservation area (and falls) are on the west side of Grey rd #1 north of 
Owen Sound.  From the parking lot hike to the falls for 15 minutes.  
  
What Homework WI 3+, M4+, 14m (FA Andriy and Danylo Kolos, March 18, 
2003)  
Climb the pillar that goes up first corner to the right of the falls.  At the roof, step 
right on high footholds, and climb out using the corner and the high horizontal 
seams on the wall to your right.  Large cams might be useful, unless they end up 
getting in your way.  
  
Indian Falls WI 2-3, 12m.  
Climb the main falls following desired line.  Climb might be more challenging 
early in season, before cone develops or late in season when ñcornicesò   
develop.   
  

Wiarton  
Park at the water treatment plant on the north side of the bay and head up to the 
cliff line.  Sporadic flows all over the place.  Much potential for folks with vision. 

      
  

Muskoka/Parry Sound  
MILL LAKE   

Drive north through Parry Sound along hwy 69.  Just north of town is a small 
bridge that crosses Mill Lake.  On the far side, drive into a pullout/parking lot and 
walk east across the lake.  The ice comes into view once you pass the islands.  
Donôt access this area from the side road/driveway.  This crag can sport early 
season ice, but is complicated to access safely and responsibly.  Can you say 



ñcanoeing in cramponsò, ten times in quick succession? An overland approach is 
possible, but is through private property. The routes are described from left to 
right.  
Unnamed 1 
Ice sheet/pillars on wall jutting out of mini-bay.  Thin start.  
Unnamed 2 
Low slabs to the left of Ice-olationé  
Ice-olation WI 3+, 60m  
Beautiful gully at left end of crag.  Similar to Multiplication Gully in the Dacks.  
Ice-ometrix (aka the Fang) WI 4, 15m  
Beautiful stacked pillars in a protected alcove. Sheltered from the wind, that can 
be brutal at this crag.     
Unnamed 3 
Thin sheet of ice on the wall right of the Fang. 
Ice-oterix WI 4-, 40m  
At the far right of the crag (almost in quarry).  Cross a beaver pond and work 
your way up the left-facing corner.  Starts out mellow, but has some vert up high.  
Unnamed 4 
Various lines to the right, in the quarryé Probably on land owned by the mining 
company!   
  
[Aisha went with a group of three other people Mar 15 2001 to Mill Lake and they 
think they found a new route. It's about 40m, fairly narrow and in a gully to the left 
of the big curtain that is at the furthermost right end of the cliff (if that makes any 
sense) ]  
  

SKELETON LAKE ROAD #2 
 
D.O.A. WI4, 37m (FRA: Rebecca Lewis, Neil Gowan, & Nathan Kutcher,  Jan. 10 
2009) 
This route climbs the gully in the center of the wall just left the Disco Wall. The 
route ends at slings on a large pine tree. It starts at the left most tip of land just 
right of where the cliff drops into the lake.  In most years the ice may not reach 
the ground, and small rock gear (1/8ò to İô) may be useful.   
 
ñThe names stands for Done On Arrival. We did it first thing when we got there 
and then found that it had already been done. At least there was an old piece of 
tat indicating that it had been done. Naming it D.O.A kinda gives it double 
meaning between Skeletons and our experience on it.ò 
 



 
 

D.O.A. 



SKELETON LAKE ROAD #5  
This crag is on private land. Please seek ownerôs permission. Route information 
is intended for historical purposes only. Routes are described from left to right. 
 
A - Spirit Fingers M5-/WI4, 15m, (FA, Rebecca Lewis, Nathan Kutcher,  Feb 18, 
2009)  
This line is rumoured to have been climbed a couple of years ago as a pure ice 
route when the pillar touched all the way down with climbable ice. It is on the far 
left of the crag.  It starts under a right facing dihedral/roof. Drytool up and left 
passing some loose flakes. There is a pretty good horizontal were a cam (#3 BD) 
can be placed, near the loose stuff, but may not be enough to keep you off the 
ground if you blow it higher up. Stubby screws help higher up.  Crank through the 
small ice roof to the ice above. Rappel off a single medium/small pine tree. 
 
D - Trespassers Will be Violated WI5, 15m (FA: Rebecca Lewis, & Nathan 
Kutcher,  18 Feb. 2009) 
It climbs the left/center of the cliff, just right of Spirit Fingers. Start on a small step 
ledge near the center of the cliff. Climb/drytool left on good hand holds and 
horizontals for your feet up to a pin (#6 Arrow). From the pin head up and right 
into the hanging ice. Crank out the ice roof to the steep ice above. Rappel off the 
group of trees at the top. It could have also probably been started from the 
previous route, but the traverse in from the right seemed like the most logical line 
to take. 

      
B - No Bones About It  M7-,15m (FA: Rebecca Lewis, & Nathan Kutcher,  Feb 
18, 2009) 



This line has been tried for many years and is one of the better mixed lines in 
Muskoka. It starts in the left facing dihedral near the center of the wall.  Climb out 
the crack in the good sized roof to the burly pull at the lip.  After pulling the lip 
and gaining a good stance climb the crack and ice to the top. This route/grade 
may be very ice condition dependent.  Take a standard mixed rack, but leave the 
pins behind.  Medium and large nuts (#8 BD very useful), finger to hand size 
cams, ( #2 Metolius TCU & #1BD very useful), Hexes work well in the upper 
crack and had to be used on the FA since the crack was coated in frost.  
 
C - A Bone To Pick M5+,15m (FA: Neil Gowan, Rebecca Lewis, & Nathan 
Kutcher,  Jan. 11, 2009) 
Start as for No Bones About It, but at the top of the short dihedral, below the roof, 
cut right climbing aorund a large block.  Right of the large block are some smaller 
blocks that are hopefully still frozen in place. Pull the roof onto the ice with the 
tree at your back. Once at the lip, reasonable ice helps you crank to the top. 
Medium nuts, 0.75 to 2 BD Camalots and stubbies are useful. 
  
Bonehead WI 3, 5.5, 20m (FA Shayne Grenier, Andriy Kolos, Bill Piekos)  
Starts at a prominent mixed roof with a fixed pin, just left of Exoskeletons in the 
Closet.  Above the roof, angle your ascent over bulges to join with Exo at the top.  
  

SOUTH TASSO LAKE  
Saving Ryan's Privates M4 70m (FA Dave Britnell, Don Collier, Don Pearson, 
Jan 15, 2000.)   
Climb the route Cynic's Slot (easily seen by the lake) to a group of trees on an 
ice ledge. Stop here and belay.  Move right from the belay ledge and mount the 
right leaning ramp with a birch tree. Getting on the ramp is the first of three "crux 
moves" on the ramp. Take a full set of camalots, including a # 5. Once you are 
on the ramp, you will encounter another bulge. This is the second crux. Move 
pass this and you will find your self in a squeeze as the upper ramp, which 
parallels the lower ramp, seduces you into it. This part of the climb I will call the 
"Pig Ramp Proper" A new ice technique: squirming like a pig! The ramp gets 
steeper and thinner as you move upwards. The ramp consisted of rock, moss 
and very little ice, great Scottish mixed climbing (where is Wardlaw when you 
need him!) Further up the ramp is the third crux. It is important to stay to the right 
side to avoid the squeeze. Indeed, this is inch worm ice climbing at its best! On 
the ramp I depleted my rack and whatever little common sense I had too! After 
this the upper ramp peters out, you can freely swing your tools. From here you 
will see a group of trees on a large ledge. Belay here. The next pitch is about 70 
ft. Don Pearson led this pitch, which involved moving left and mounting over 
awkward ice bulges. It was great seeing Don P back in action. He climbs like he 
never had any time off! This climb never lets up! Continuing up a left groove, you 
will see a large moss covered ramp. Continue up this to the trees. Belay here. 
Pretty groovy route with lots of exposure.  
 

 



Little Fat Boy WI 3 22m (FA Don Collier and Ian Frensch - 1996?)    

A thin, narrow climb located in the first gully left (N) of the broad descent gully. 
The top of the climb is visible from the lake.    

  

ROSSEAU AREA  
The owners of Cliffside Resort, prohibit trespassing on their land, which includes 
both the north and south cliff, in addition to the cliff at the roadbend!  The 
following descriptions are included for historical purposes only!  
  
Unformed Central Pillar WI-4  
Climb up the steep slabs to right of pillar.  A yellow TCU might fit in a shallow 
crack to protect the climbing on the freehanging dagger.  The dagger looks solid, 
solid due to a good (and sloping; which adds surface area) attachment point.   
  
Prow M6 25m TR 
Climbs the prow to  the right of the Central Pillar, to an alcove, then up ice to the 
ledge, where you merge with the other route. 
 
Vertical Elvis  WI-3 30m (FA Bill Piekos, Bruce Eidsvik, Feb 3rd, 2001)  
Climb a nice steep pillar to the left of Ziggy's Route: Go up the usually thin ice 
towards Ziggy's first ledge. Go left towards the steep pillar and climb on excellent 
ice to a snowy ledge with a small tree/bush. This will be the last pro (you can 
place a pin here as well) for the next 10 meters of very deep and moderately 
steep snow until you reach a small tree. To get off, walk down to the climber's left 
about 15 meters until you see a rap tree (slings). PS The climb is named for the 
dance I did when both of my feet came off at a second clip - time to adjust my 
front points...  
  
Unnamed WI 3, 18m (FA: Bill Piekos, Jennifer May, Jan 23, 2000)  
Jennifer and I also did a new/old (?) climb, located on Hwy 141, about 6 km West 
of the Rosseau climbs. You cannot miss it while heading West on 141, as it is 
just by a sharp turn off to the right, leading to an industrial area/dump, with some 
large waste bins and heavy machinery. It is located to the left from a rock climb 
marked by someone in yellow paint as: Snatch 5.9 (sad, isn't it ?). The climb is 
about 18m in length, about Grade 3 and thinner than it looks, but willingly 
accepts short screws and provides a nice pitch of quality climbing. A short walk 
at the top, over some minor rock steps, gets you to a bomber belay/rap tree (we 
left 8 mil rap cord). There are also some fat (but shorter) flows at the end of this 
road - good for practicing if you like the ambiance !  
 

SANDYôS CRAG  
ACCESS: Hwy 141 West to Skeleton Rd #2 to Troy Cove Marine (ask its owners, 
Sandy, or Nancy for permission to park). Walk out onto the lake, turn left (the 
"This Ain't No..." climbs are now behind you) and head for the second bay on the 
left, locally known as Porcupine Bay (20-30 min walk from the Marina). When you 



walk into the bay, a steep crag will be on your right. Now turn left, look up at the 
tree tops and hang on to your 'poons ! You will see a wide, fat and steep yellow 
pillar (hard to spot with the sun in your eyes - we almost missed it !). PS Do NOT 
take a road that leads to cottages nearby as it is considered PRIVATE 
PROPERTY !!! Stay away from cottage property!  Instead, follow directions via 
lake access as detailed above.  Routes are decribed from left to right.  
 Malty Vapours WI 3 R, about 15m (FA: Bill Piekos & Jennifer May, Jan. 
30/2000).   
The most left hand route on this small crag, about 50m to the left from the route 
above. It appears as a thin ribbon of ice about 1-1.5 m wide, flowing down a left 
side of a blank, steep rock slab. Ice starts as verglas, requiring a couple of easy 
mixed moves and improves to stubbies, but gets steeper as you go up. Protect 
the exit as the ice does not extend over the lip and you will be pulling on deep 
snow ! A short, but committing lead, with limited pro.   
3+ Comet (a.k.a. Baileyôs Comet) WI 3+, ~30m (FA: Kevin Bailey and Rob Feb 
5,2000)  
Start as for "J&B On Iceò, but at the snow ledge climb the yellow pillar on the left!  
  
ñHidee ho! Just wanted to update the route previously named 'Baileys Comet'. 
First, the name of the route is being changed (sorry guys!) to reflect the 
disagreement that occurred at the base of the route after the climb. The routes' 
crux is not longer than 15 feet, plus it is easier than it looks - the second on the 
route agreed to that. Anyways, the name of the route is... drum role please... "3+ 
Comet".  I hope that this has come across as a friendly change to the route info; I 
just didn't want anyone to hike all the way over there expecting this long 4- route 
(plus I don't like my name in the route- it's too easy for the aliens to find me that 
way!)ò  

Kevin Bailey 
     

J&B On Ice WI-3+ 35m (FA: Bill Piekos & Jennifer May, Jan. 30/2000) The main, 
brilliant pillar on the right hand side. Start directly below the main flow and climb 
thin and steep slab to a large snow ledge below the main pillar. Climb the fat and 
steep pillar straight up. The bottom part is thin, but will take stubbies. Highly 
recommended !!!    
 
The Scottish Way W-3 (FA Dave Wardlaw and John Leeder Feb 5 2000) Just 
left of ñShaken and Stirredò is a short fat flow which is climbed to the top.  
  
Shaken and Stirred WI-3 (FA Bill Piekos and Dave Britnell, Feb 5,2000) The 
route is located approx 20m right of the "J&B on Ice", just right of ñThe Scottish 
Wayò. Climb a short and steep step of ice (about 3-4m) to a wide and snowy 
ramp. Follow the ramp up and finish going up the thin ice flow on the left, topping 
out at a large tree (rap sling). Take a couple of medium cams for the ramp and 
stubbies. The upper flow has limited pro opportunities, but ice improves as you 
go up. A couple of mixed moves are helpful.   
Also, these routes do not see much sun and should stay formed well into the 



latter part of the season.   
  

LAWRASON CREEK CRAG  
Unnamed Mix route WI ???, ???m (FA Mike and Martin)  
Climb line in middle of cliff, between Xenophobia and Blue Pillars, following 
pillars of good yellow ice.  (This is well to the right of Melts in your Mounth)  
  
Yesterday's News WI 3-4, 25m (FA Don Collier, Ian Frensch, Dave Britnell). 
Pick a line up the very wide ice sheet covering the left-hand amphitheatre. "Melts 
in your Mouth" starts at the left side of "Yesterday's News" and moves up left 
through a narrow gully.   
  
Xenophobia Goes Berserk WI 3+, 25m (FA Don Collier, Ian Frensch, Dave 
Britnell).   
Go up very thin ice on the left side (corner) of the buttress separating the two 
amphitheatres. Another short wall can be climbed in the trees.  
  
Kolos/Schwales M4 15m 
The route climbs the left side of the amphitheatre to join up with an unformed 
XGB. Fun.  
 

Rosseau Area #1 (Humphrey)  
Directions (from Toronto): Hwy 400 N to Hwy 69 N to Hwy 141 E (look for sign 
ñRosseau, Huntsvilleò). Travel on old 69 to 141 E; turn R. Drive ~ 6 km past 
village of Humphrey to ñTallyHo-Swords Rdò and turn L (N). Follow for 2 km until 
you reach ñForest Glen Rdò and turn R. Follow to the end and park. Approach is 
via the public boat launch between two cottages at the end of the road. Look 
400m down Gilbank Lake on the Left (E) shore to find the routes.  
Map 31 E/5 Orrville GR: 985165 Lat/Long: N 45Á17ô43ò , W 79Á44ô35ò  
 
Larry Boy WI 3- 10m NW exposure (FA: Jason Kuruc, Lorne Foisy February 24, 
2007) 
Multiple lines possible by linking together several short, vertical chandeliers. 
Break away brittle, wavy curtains to find good ice for screws. Top anchor to 
buried pine tree on climberôs left. Route gets late afternoon sun therefore remains 
in good condition through the season. 

 
Rosseau Area #2 
Directions (from Rosseau): Take Hwy 632 S for ~ 5 km until you reach Stanley 
House Rd. Turn R (landmark: Garbage disposal bins on SW corner). Follow for 2 
km until large cliff across a lake on your left becomes obvious (just before a 
steep hill). Suitable parking was found in a small ploughed area just off the road 
and facing the Lake. DO NOT park on the road or you WILL get towed by the 
township (warning signs are at beginning of road). Walk/snowshoe 500m across 
Mirror Lake to the N end of the cliff for the approach.  
Map 31 E/4 Lake Joseph GR: 027081 Lat/Long: N 45Á13ô08ò , W 79Á41ô27ò  



 
Bark Eater 10m WI 2 W exposure (FA: Jason Kuruc, Lorne Foisy February 24, 
2007) 
Look for steep gully on North end of cliff. Ice is often covered in snow. Start of 
route is two thirds up the gully. Thin start in sections (verglass) with thicker 
bulges above. Note: Significant rock climbing potential lies on the central face of 
the cliff behind the giant trees! Some excellent aid routes, sporty trad routes and 
bouldering await human touch!  
 

Huntsville Area #1(Grassmere)  
Directions: Hwy 60 E past Deerhurst and Hidden Valley (approximately 11km 
from Hwy 11 N). Look on the N side of Hwy as you are rounding a wide right turn 
(just ~1km BEFORE Limberlost Rd / #8) for a private drive. Drive way will fork 
immediately, stay left. Routes will be obvious approx. 20-30m off the Hwy / 10m 
off the drive way. Ask for permission to park and climb from house at the end of 
the drive way.  
Map 31 E/6 Huntsville GR: 485254 Lat/Long: N 45Á21ô53ò, W 79Á06ô18ò  
 
K9 Courage WI 2 10m (FA: Jason Kuruc ? Belayer: Alanna Kuruc January 27, 
2007) 
A straight forward, easy, less-than-vertical slab climb (70°-80°). Thin at bottom, 
thick at top. Large hemlocks and cedars for anchors atop. An easy scramble is 
available 20m to climberôs left. Numerous other fun routes can be found along 
this mini escarpment. SW exposure with partial shade. Named for the 
courageous effort put out by my dog to try and follow me up!  

 



 
Huntsville Area #2(Dyer Memorial)  
Directions (from Toronto): Hwy 400 N to Hwy 11 N to Hwy 60 E. After exiting on 
60, drive past The Home Depot on the hill and down to a set of lights (Muskoka 
Rd #3) and turn L. Take this road (past the Hospital) for 3 km and turn R onto 
Williamsport Rd. following signs for ñDyer Memorialò. After 5 km, turn L to stay on 
Williamsport Rd (look for ñDyerò sign). The Big East River will come up in 1 km as 
you snake across it. Just past the bridge and up the hill you come upon a 
cemetery on your left. Immediately on your right will be the road head for the 
memorial (disguised as a snowmobile trail). Park here if you have 2WD (AWD 
may not do the trick either). On the contrary, if you have 4WD, continue at your 
own risk! Follow this road/trail for ~ 2 km until you pass a ranch style house on 
your left. Just past this house the route will be obvious on your left. Park out of 
the way or just up the hill in the Memorialôs parking lot (beware of soft 
shoulders!).  
Map 31 E/6 Huntsville GR: 446293 Lat/Long: N 45Á24ô06ñ , W 79Á09ô06ò  
 
In Memory Of WI 3- 10m (FA: Jason Kuruc March 4, 2007) 
Start on thick pillar on left side of crag and climb to a small, ramped ledge up 3m. 
Veer left up smaller pillars/flows for another 3m. If IN, continue up thin flows to 
top, otherwise anchor on ledge (may wish to bring some mid-sized pro to use in 
cracks of rock) or try dry-tooling to very top (3m more). Rappel or scramble 
down. Several more less significant but attractive bulges exist 10-20m up the 
road. Dedicated to the late Kevin Bailey; my mentor and friend.  SE exposure 
 

 

Huntsville Area #3(Williamsport / Big East River)  
Directions: Same as for ñIn Memory Oféò. Park at Dyer Memorial road head on E side (out of the 
way of snowmobile traffic). Walk directly across Williamsport Rd (W side with cemetery) to 



unmarked trail head. Look for rock bluff on R (N side) and follow trail for <200m until routes 
become pleasantly obvious around the corner on your right!  
Map 31 E/6 Huntsville GR: 438284 Lat/Long: N 45Á23ô41ò , W 79Á09ô41ò  
 
Gravity Werks WI 3 15m (FA: Jason Kuruc March 20, 2007) 
An attractive, thick, vertical, blue bulge emerging from the rock face. Climb 10m to rest ledge and 
continue 5m to top. Many pine trees to anchor to atop. Possible to rappel or an easy scramble 
down and around on climberôs left side. S exposure with partial shade 
 
Unknown 15m WI 3+ S exposure  
A thinner, narrower route with typically poor / rotten ice as the season progresses.  

 
 

Haliburton Highlands  
ROCK LAKE    
Drive Hwy # 60 into Algonquin Park and turn south onto Rock Lake road. Go past Fisher lake (see 
guide) for approximately 3.5 km to where the road makes a sharp right. Park. Continue south 
along an access road (gated) for 1.0 km to Rock Lake (Ref 028437, Map 31 E/9). Go south across 
the lake and around the obvious point and a large crag will come into view. The large crag is Ref 
050412, Map 31 E/8 and contains the climb "Petragon". Less than 1 km north east of the large 
crag is a smaller crag, containing "Bump and Grind" and "Sunbather".   
  



Petragon ???  
  
Bump And Grind WI 2, 20m (FA Don Collier and Ian Frensch ï 1996?)  
Located on the right section of the crag. Climb rolling ice to the top.  
  
Sunbather WI 3, 25m (Don Collier, Ian Frensch and Dave Britnall - 1996?)  
The obvious ice in the center of the crag. Expect thin ice at the bottom.  
  

OXTONGUE LAKE   
Take Hwy #60, about 9 km east of Hwy #35 and turn left onto Algonquin Outfitter's Road. Park at 
the store and gain the lake. About a 10 min walk north is a large crag with three prominent flows. 
(Ref 625278, Map 31 E/7). Right to left:   
 
War and Peace WI 3, 20m (FA David Broadhead and Franklin Cockshutt April 1, 2008) 
The route is about 20m right of Lost Arrow ï itôs kind of hidden in the trees. Start at a steep column 
in the trees then exit left on easier ground.  
  
Lost Arrow 5.5, WI 3+, 30m (FA Michael Bryant, Ian Frensch and Don Collier - March 9, 1996)  
Climb difficult rock to thin ice and then up the pillar. Pitons useful.  
  
Kid in a Candy Store WI 3, 25m (FA Michael Bryant, Ian Frensch and Don Collier - March 9, 
1996)  
The middle flow; climb straight up.  
  
Pillar of Doom WI 4, 50m (FA Michael Bryant, Ian Frensch and Don Collier - March 9, 1996)  
Climb easy ice in the gully to the base of the impressive yellow pillar. Climb the pillar. Highly 
recommended.   
  
Flows exist 30 m along the lake to the right.  
  

Raven Lane 
North of Kushog Lake along hwy 35, on the right hand side exists Raven Lane.  Itôs before the big 
parking area for Raven Lake. Punch through the trees in the parking area and post hoel 5 minutes 
to the ice. The area offers low angle easy ice perfect for groups. Access to the top for TR set-ups 
is easy. The wall gets early morning sun. 
 
All climbs FRAôd by Justin - March 2009 
 
Flow 1 WI3, 20m (and 15m wide) 
Flow 2 WI2+, 20m 
Flow 3 (Twice Stuck, One Tow) WI3, 13m (and 5 m wide) 

 
 
 
 



Raven Lake  
Information provided by Michael Bryant.

 

 

From left to right.  
 
Twisted Staircase WI3+ (FA Matt King and Ken Herdy Jan 9 , 
2009) 
To the left of Wet Sherpa.  
p1 - Start in the base of the broad gully with a large tree in the 
middle, climb up to the ice and follow it trending right, follow the 
bulges back left to the lone pine on the obvious belay ledge.  
p2 - Climb the ascending ramps and ledges spiralling up and 
right to exit over the ice bulges and behind two large pines. 
Considering the position, and gear - it's a dandy pitch ! Small 
mixed rack.  
 
 
Wet Sherpa WI3+, 25m is the right leaning slab that is in the shadows on the far left of the photo.    

Wet Sherpa ¢Ƙƛǎ !ƛƴΩǘ 

Muskoka 

Pacific 

Unknown 
Mr. Poe 



Pacific Unknown (what else is there between Nepal and Muskoka) is the next climb to the right. A 
mix of snow slopes, icicles, ledges and a short steep pillar to finish at a pine tree.  

This Ain't Muskoka WI 3. This is the right leaning ramp that is to the right of a large steep section 
of mostly bare rock. Usually there is more ice and rock protection by staying in the corner. Climbed 
in the winter of 2005. 

Mr Poe (in reference to Edgar Allan) WI 3+, 27m. Stick to the left and climb the pillar to the ledge, 
finish on the short steep section to the pine tree. Climbed in the winter of 2005.  From Fernando ï The 

climb known as Mr Poe is the climb where Gunter broke both his legs. This was probably in 2000 or even before ... I'd 
have to go check with Mike Mak to make sure on dates. Gunter had already done the climb, previously described as 
Mr Poe, a few years earlier and a small icicle  on the right hand rock had formed that he wanted to try ... it broke. just 

an fyi :-) Itôs actually a pretty decent line and can offer a variety of ice conditions! 

 

 

300 m from the entrance of the long bay (Unknown Wall) 

Unknown Soldier is the flow on the left of the Narrows Wall (the wall 300 m to the north of the 

narrows).  There is more ice in the picture than is usually present.  In fat conditions itôs more of a 3 

than a 4é  

Unknown Soldier 

(original ascent line 

marked) 

Unknown People  

 

 

Unknown Civilian  

 

 

Gimme Gimme 

 



Gimme Gimme WI5 M6 A0 40m (Andriy Kolos and Karina Benavidas, Feb 21, 2009) 

A spectacular outing! Start up the the middle of the Unknown Soldier Wall to a belay underneath 

the right side of the roof. Continue up the tenuous thin pillar and onto the lacy curtain! A welded 

stopper at the lip, supplements the 1.5 Friend (or equivalent) that can be placed during the rock 

traverse underneath the roof. Testing out the cam extended the grade to A0.  The ice in this 

vicinity forms drastically differently every year! 

  



Unknown People Any number of smears. As hard or as easy as you want it.  OK, nothing too 

easy. 

Unknown Civilian is at the far right of the Narrows Wall.  Going at about WI 3.    
   
 

 

Michael Bryant standing below Wet Sherpa, after he carried all the gear into the area. 
 
One Eye M5 12m (Andriy Kolos and Karina Benavides, Jan 11, 2009) 
At the end of Raven Lake, to the left of Hungry Man is a right-facing corner system. Climb it 
starting in the solid crack, 2m to the left. Great gear. Committing moves between great stances. 
Small to medium nuts, small cams, pins, tricams. Exit onto the platform above and either head left 
to the tree, or continue on thin ice to the top. Fun. 



  

  
 

 
SHERBORNE LAKE 
(information provided by Danylo Darewych)  

Sherborne Lake is home to one truly outstanding route - The Highlander (WI5, 40m), and a host of 

smaller climbs of varying difficulty. It has something to keep everybody happy. 

 

From Carnarvon head north on Highway 35 for 

some 11 km, turn right onto Halls Lake Rd (or onto 

Little Hawk Lake 400m further on), follow it for some 

3 km to an intersection with Big Hawk Lake Rd., 

turn left onto Big Hawk Lake Rd. and drive 3.5 km to 

the end of the road and park at the side of the road 

at the Big Hawk Lake Marina (As you are driving 

north along the Big Hawk Lake Rd. you will spot the 

ice and cliffs of the Kennisis Crag across the 

Kennisis River ï unfortunately this crag is now off 

limits). Walk across Big Hawk Lake in a north-west 

direction for 1.75 km (basically head straight out from the marina) and across a short portage into 

the long, narrow south-east arm of Sherborne Lake. All the climbs are located on the northern side 

of this arm. 

Andriy enjoying One Eye 


