SO- ICE Conditions 2010/2011 - FINAL
POST

(Image file names describe the route pictured.)
April 3 - Haliburton Lake (Danylo)

Jon and | climbed Captain Crunch at Haliburton Lake. Nice area, nice lake, beautiful sunny day.
Lots of cottages around, but no cottagers. It was still fat - some screws were good, some iffy
(bring your 22s) - with a fair bit of sun rot in the upper section. None of the other climbs were

in. Lake ice was completely solid.

We also went for an exploratory walk down Percy Lake, but found no cliffs or ice climbs. This
area has a lot of private property, be sure to ask for permission if you do intend to enter
people's land.

April 2 - Restoule (Danylo)

Jon, Arie, and | drove up to Res toule and climbed the Snake. The ice was in good shape and took
good screws. A little wet up top, but not badly so. All other routes were baked out or gone. Lake
ice was solid (even near the shoreline) with no surface glop.

March 30 - Oxtongue (DD & Matt)

| climbed the Pillar of Doom at Oxtongue with Matt on March 30. The right side had a layer of

sun rot and the left was chandeliery/airy in places, but overall the ice conditions were good (the
screws felt solid). The climb was in the shade at least until 1:00 PM when we left. | expect it
became a shower stall in the afternoon when it gets direct sun. PS - yes, Bancroft's  Curtain is
still big and fat. The bush on  Dirty Harry was visible, the ice on the bottom bit was gone, but
otherwise it looked ok.



March 28 - Papineau Lake North (DD & Will Gilbert)

Directions to North Crag of Papinea u Lake

From Maynooth go east on Highway 62 and turn north on Papineau Lake Rd. (just past town of
Maple Leaf). Papineau Lake Rd. goes up the west side of Papineau Lake, around the northern end
of Papineau Lake (where it passes Bark Lake Rd. at about the 11 km mark) and halfway down the
eastern side of Papineau Lake (where it meets Centreview Lake Rd at about 16 km). As you are
going south on the eastern side of Papineau Lake at about the 12.5 km mark of the Papineau
Lake Rd.

(or about 1.5 km past the Bark Lake Rd) you will pass a set of cliffs along the eastern side of

the road. There are some ice smears on these cliffs, but keep going. At about the 14 km mark

of the Papineau Lake Rd. (or about 3 km past the Bark Lake Rd.; or 2 km before the junction

with C entreview Rd) you will pass another set of cliffs along the eastern side of the road. These
are the cliffs you are looking for. Park along the side of the road.

Consolation Prize was in good shape, although the ice was dry. We FA's two short routes that
we’'ll let others discover for themselves, each about 8m long and WI2 in difficulty. | did get

back to what I've been avoiding. After a late season thaw  -freeze cycle Zjp-a-Dee-Doo-Dah
appeared!

Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah, W13+, 10m (FA Danylo Darewych, Will Gilbert, = March 28, 2011).
Located in a larger corner another 60m left of Consolation Prize. Climb the thin ice on the right
face using the crack in the corner for rock pro and tool placements as needed.



March 26/27 - Bancroft, McCauley and Baptiste (Nate and Rebecca)

Bluemax has water running behind it and ice was building in the back. We were able to just climb
ice and clip your bolts at the start. The last bolt was buried. Blue Ester looked good as does
Waliling . Didn't take a close look at either.  Wailing may be very suspect. Heard lots fo falling
ice, but it was probably the stuff that would form overnight and get baked off in the sun.

From the road (Sat AM) Dirty Harry looked the b est I've seen it this year. The top is probably
baked. Jetstream looked beat out and baked but the rest of the wall looked okay. Took the
back way home to do a liitle exploring so we didn't look at it or climb it today.

Baptist Lake was okay. Don't Buy Th e Ranchwas pretty aerated, a little baked, and really
brittle. It must get sun late in the day. Its getting a little water, but its all along the side and
not doing any good. There is hardly any snow left up there so what ice is still around won't be
gett ing much more water. Grand Central Left looked good, should have got on it but didn't.

March 25/26 - Trinagle Hill (Dave and Danylo)

Good routes, fun times. Here's a  link for more info.



http://kolos.ca/andriy/ontario%20ice/Conditions2010/Triangle%20Hill%20Ice.pdf

March 20 - Blackcate Hill (Danylo, Joe, Ferando and David L)

We made the trek in, amazed that someone esle had been there too. We found footsteps, a

toonie and a lighter. The ice was in good shape, although prone to big deep dinnerplates. Fatcat
Alleycat , Tomcat and Pussycatwere in, Junglecat and Thundercat are out. Kluke's Ursus looked
good, while the rest was getting baked!

March 19 - Kushog (Dave Britnell)

Hopscotch

WI 3+ 5.2 ( Dave Britnell & Danylo Darewych)

Start at the fat ice in the corner to the right of the Blue Piflar. Climb up and left along a ramp.
Great cam placements and a great hand crack are encountered en route to the base of the

rarely formed pillar right of Blue Pillar. Climb straight up from the belay and into the trees.

Just another option that forms up once every blue moon in a great area...

March 13 - McCauley

A motivated crew gathered at McCauley and was determined to send! Some lines went down,
while others are left for better conditions (ice, guns and mind). Conditions were soft all day
long. Thin ice formations ere getting questionable or downright sketchy... Manonwas climbed,
and it was actually brittle and cracking quite a bit. Blue Max continued to offer great climbing,
and for once, the bottom suffered minimal damage...

A few noteworthy ascents: Nate freed a line on the right margin of the Blue Max Wall. 5 bolts
protect hard to read climbing with thin feet that finds a circuitous path to the ice ramp.
Unnamed as of yet, but climbs at about M6+... Fun moves, well bolted and a beautiful line that
was enjoyed by all.

With Nate's help, | finished off a project | started with Doug last season. It starts on the ice
pedestals in between Blue Max and Adopt -A-Drip and after a tenuous start, climbs the icicles in
behind Blue Max to a rest at the final bolt, before being forced to face OUT from the cliff and
squeeze through a slot and onto the steep face.  High Voltage Superman (M6, will be harder in
lean years) is named in memory of a mentor and friend, who tirelessly gave his time and energy



to his community, his friends and family. His research interests involved lightning strikes to the
CN Tower and high voltage grounding. Thank you Wasy!.
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March 7 - Quebec (Daniel and Florine)

Florin and | spent a few weekends in Quebec this winter wh  ere we found awesome conditions.

In late January we did La Pomme D'or which is in great shape this year.



Last weekend we went back to Parc national des Hautes -Gorges-de-la-Riviere -Malbaie for the
beautiful la Loutre that has not formed since '70s. Defini tely a route to remember...

This week we climbed some daggers at Pont -Rouge followed by a long drive to Mont Saint Pierre
on Gaspe peninsula where we had great fun on L'Epee de jade (fantastic route with a very tough
approach) and the amazing Corneille. F inding a way between huge umbrellas involved movement
similar to overhanging rock climbing...

Cheers,
Daniel










March 6 - Restoule (Dave Broadhead)

We tried to outdrive the rain this weekend and wound up doing the Snake in a monster 21 hr day
(due to appalling driving conditions - less than 40km/hr for over three hours: almost 6.5 h rs to
get home!) The Snake is in but a bit thinner than usual.  Both 3+ and 4 variations are possible
and fun. All other routes are out. Slithering has ice only at the very top of the cliff approx

120" from the ground.

Feb 27 - Fish Lake (Dave Broadhead)

Josh and | did the Crown of  Thorns. It's very thin at the bottom and the top section on the
left is blank bare rock. so we used a tree about 30' lower than normal in the centre of the
climb.. All other routes were out. Some reached less than half of t heir usual course.

Feb 27 - McCauley

The climbs are holding up well, but taking a beating from the sun. Assessing the risks becomes
more important at this time of year because of the temptations of fat and soft ice. The hike in
from the boat launch is the  preferred access method and is only bit farther. The lake is
completely frozen and only had a thin layer os snow on top.

Mr. Hide M5+, 20m (FA: PS, AK and TVC)

The route is located 30m to the right of  Manon, on the left side of the Talus CIiff. Hike across
the base of the wall from  Blue Max, passing The Blob en route. A short turf step leads to a
sloping ledge and a left leaning ice ramp. Work your way up to a dark triangular roof wi th great
hooks, edges, handjams and excellent pro. A short strenuous headwall leads to lower  -off
anchors Please don't be a cheap arse - leave lower-off biners in place, since they prevent the

rope from kinking.



Feb 24 - Bear Lake (Jeff)

Thurs we hi t Bear lake wich rejected me twice last year but with a little resting | made it. That
was my goal,for this year, and there's plenty to go. Bear lake was thin and hard.

| d

AT
-~ _~‘ .“
P8
&

Feb 19-21 - Adirondacks (Dave Broadhead)

High Peaks
NF of Gothics - out (very high winds kept us off Marcy too)

Poko

PT - survived

Goats Foot - crux melted out but will likely r  eform
Discord - same

Waterfall - fat



Forbidden Wall - climbable
Neurosis - dalammed, but will be ok.

Chapel Pond

PP Wall - all hit hard and are out
Big Brother/Rhiannon - out
Alpine Dreams Wall - all out
Crystal Ice Tower/Chuinard's - in

CP Canyon

Hot Sh ot - in

Ice Slot - out

Ice Storm/Bubba/Buford - out
Positive Reinforcement - fat
AshaT - in

Midnight Cruiser - fat

Quinn the Eskimo - fat

The poor condition of so many good lines really concentrated the climbers on anything that was
left. Most of the moderates (but not all) listed above were busy and some were really picked
out. Seems like almost anything vertical took a hard hit and needs some time to repair.

Feb 19 - McCauley (Jeff)
Lake was 99perc. Frozen no slush. Blue Max wa s like a shower.
Feb 13 - McCauley

Parked at the boat launch. The approach was only 10 minutes longer than usual. Lets continue to
stomp out a good trail. Sluch pockets made for slow going. As for the ice climbs: the Waliling is
fat, Lightweight ID looks t o be fat with ice all the way down to the ground (no mixed start

needed). 67 & a D is in, contrary to previous reports. The ice on steeper climbs had a tiny layer

of sun-rot in sections. (Perhaps that's just the sections of ice that are no longer being fed by a
water source?) Blue Max wall was dripping a lot in the mild weather, but is in amazing shape. It

was touching down at two points, and supported by a curtain in the back.

Feb 5 - Kushog (Dave Broadhead)

We checked out Kushog again. Ice is in pretty go od nick. Spoke to the owner of the Firehouse
restaurant. She asks that if folks are going to park in her lot, to pay 15 bucks for parking, 10 of
which is redeemable if you stop by her place for wobbly  -pop and a burger. Sounds pretty
reasonable. Also, altho ugh the climbs aren't on her land, if you veer off through the woods to
the right of Blue Boy, Caramel Coating and Blue Pillar and use the trail to go around and set up a



TR, the you're on her land... Be cool, help her recover costs that other climbers unl oad on her
(like trash and the toilet_ and stop by for some calories!) That way we'll all be good, and have
an early season ice spot in teh future! Now for my observations:

Spaghetti Wrestler - 12m, 3+

Start 75m left of The Blue Pillar. Climb the near ver tical ice in the obvious left facing corner
to a free hanging column. Finish through the tree to the top. Yup, through the tree. FA Dave
Broadhead, Josh Burden

The Stimulator - 18m, M6-A0

50m left of The Blue Pillar is a slightly overhanging, orange stained wall with a series of
discontinuous crack systems and an anaemic dagger hanging from a bush at the top. Climb the
wall using the discontinuous cracks. A blown tool on the last m ove gives the AO. The route was
finished using one tool (which didn't require moving).  Soo000 close. 00 - 0 metolious cams may
be useful. FA Dave Broadhead, Josh Burden




Other notes from S herborne:

100m past the end of the obvious stump field are two lines 30" uphill and clearly visible from
the lake. They are side by side.

The left one: (and in keeping with the crag theme of art/music/movies)

Silence of De -Lam's 15m, 3+R/X. Climb 85 deg ree hollow snice 1-3" thick, sling a shrub (if you
think it will help) and tap and hook your way to the top. Bring your thin ice game. FA Josh
Burden, Dave Broadhead

The right one:

The Usual Suspects - 13m, 4-

Climb thin gold coloured ice, near a tree that's very close to the cliff, to the base of two
parallel vertical columns. Steeper than it looks. FA Dave Broadhead, Josh Burden

Feb 5 - Bow Lake (Dave Britnell)

Jan30 - McCauley Lake

| hit McCauley with Pascal today. It's fat yall! We spoke to one of the local cottagers. The
snowplow comes around at 8am, so if you're going for early starts consider parking at the boat
launch a wee bit up the road (past the usual parking spot - see Danylo's earlier post). (Same
goes if there will be a lot of cars out that day - itadds only 5 minutes to the approach, and
makes us look great with the local residents. Thx)

Somebody go and climb Lightweight ID. The start looks fine, can be climbed purely on rock on

the right margin, if you want... Rock gear may still be needed, if you want to exca vate in behind
some of those curtains! And the upper ice this year is wider and fatter. Somebody please use

that great anchor! It's perfect for TR -ing! Great route.

The Blue Max Wall is amazing! Get psyched!

Jan 29 - Tasso Lake (Dave Britnell)



Pics of Tasso Lake including a grade 5 unclimbed route and the ramp start to Saving Ryan's
Privates Sat Jan 29th. cheers.

Jan 28 - Papineau (Stephanie)

| Went to Papineau Lake with Danylo and Jim E. Climbed the two routes that you had led the
previous week. Slaughterhouse was a home wrecker (just the way | like it) and Evangeline (W14
and a wee bit sunburnt) was the most awesome climb of the season so far. | don't know why, but
the rougher they are, the more fun it gets. Great leads!!!! yahoo...

Jan 21 - McCauley (Danylo and his peeps)

Quickly Out Of T rouble - fat. If you don't have a monster stick clip, climb up the tree and clip
the sling, then go for your burn!

Staying Out Of Trouble (???) - WI3 20m (DD et al) the independent corner system to the left.
Can access it by the ice in the corner instead o f the fig 4. The sling in the tree is still there.
Western CWM - ice looks good.

Gift by Ommission and Lightweight ID - looked too thin at the bottom to me (but that's how
they looked to me last year as well when you climbed them)

Blue Esther - fat.

Gary Alan - no.

Three Stooges - in.

Yelow Fever - no.

Wailing - yes, but skinier than usual.

Bifurcation -hard to tell with all the snow on the low -angled ice.

Mortgage Derivatives - thin.



6 Tits - not in.
Blue Max et al - top-heavy main pillar and surrounding ¢ urtain. Looks pretty unstable.

There is a small plowed out parking area about 1 click further down the road from where we
normally park, and adds about 10 minutes of walking, but sure beats having your car scratched
on the narrow road.




